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you proceed to write about them ? I suggest that before
you put your pens to paper, think of woman as your own
mother, and I assure you the chastest literature will flow
from your pens even like the beautiful rain from heaven
which waters the thirsty earth below. Remember that a
woman was your mother before a woman became your wife.
Far from quenching their spiritual thirst some writers
stimulate their passions, so much so that poor ignorant
women waste their time wondering how they might answer
to the description our fiction gives of them. Are detailed
descriptions of their physical form an essential part of
literature, I wonder ? Do you find anything of the kind in
the Upanishads, the Koran or the Bible ? And yet do you
know that the English language would be empty without
the Bible ? Three parts Bible and one part Shakespeare is
the descrption of it. Arabic would be forgotten without
the Koran. And think of Hindi without Tulsidas ! Do you
find in it anything like what you find in present-day
literature about women ? "

Harijan, 21-ll-'36                                                                  M. D.

12
AGE OF CONSENT
Mrs. Dorothy Jinarajadasa has issued a circular letter
upon a Bill before the Legislative Assembly, whose object
is to raise the age of consent at least to 14. She has favoured
me with a copy of the circular letter which I reproduce
below:
" I am writing to ask you if you can use your influence to
obtain support for the Children's Protection Act that is coming up
in the Legislative Assembly during the next session, I think very
strongly that, if India is to be a great nation, honoured and respec-
ted among the nations of the world, the blot of child motherhood
must be removed from her.
" Last time the Bill came up, it received a very great deal of
support in the country and in the Assembly, and I think that
during the next session there will not be much difficulty in passing
it, if only we get a certain amount of expression of public opinion